e \vould ptofer to hIVO first,

" NC, and I think would benefit the work and political level of beth

,lutinsn

' the summarising on &' typewriter afterward, The first few times it
7. be. d1fficult, but once the comrade. got the ‘hang of it and: ‘Telaxed,

~wogld not be a major task.: (So I am mot asking ‘for the assigament
" PC would think that his or her thoughts: hak beern dome  justice by: the

! saying that the susmaries have not been checked by the participants; and

. i,»-_'boforo 1917,

March 1%, 1973

To the FC
Dear Comrades;

More than a year and a half ago I asked that the PC be given a financial T
picture, Some promises and quasi-promises were given. I trust nobody T
will aceuse me of being hasty because I have concluded that the request R B
has been denied in fact, although without the courtesy of telling me so,

One of the reasons I made the request was se that I would be better able
to judge whether or not to make some modest propeosals requiring the

. expenditure of additional time or personnel., I have no choice now 'bu’t
. to make some of these proposals evemn though I lack the mfomtlon 1.

!(r p&'opanl now 1- that we should change the kind of linu’cu we keep h.id _.
. gublish,’ and. replace the present utterly worthless type with the kind.
 that presents & summary of the diseussions held and reports given; : This
change would have a healthy effect on the felations between the FC and

" committeés,  For'a change we might begin to get some political: rupendu-;
, frel uc -ubor: other than th. occasional letter we get frol m.lt Alvu.' :

gIa thu'v o.ny n.lid ruson. othor than. n-:tn. tor us to contuuc putting.

. out the kind of minuteswwe now produce? I cammot think of any, ~Vhatever .

' the reasons for doing thea this way were in the past, I don't think thay

" .apply any mere now, ' Security is-certainly not a good reason;.teday's

. technology emables the FBI, I am suxe, to get a muhh better qualit: tap
. of our nnt.ugl than tho ones we haw to umn to thon ‘we miss PC

EoN

e Is's cmmi-typa nm:tu :!'ms.bl. with our prennt foredu? this
’ i'ha.t .4t requires is havkng one member ;n:omt with:a ‘tape who ‘could yd

- conrade.to this as & fulltime. task.) Naturglly not overy member of; the
summarizers to cover this; a note should always accompany the minutes:

' 42 & genuine mistake is ever made,’ conrades: oould i.nnrt & eorrection-
’“‘ota in tht noxt set of mutn.~ R

i rropcul applies to FC minutes oaly,  But 1 1t works, we might want
‘to extend ‘them to plenum and convention nnntn. ‘The relatively poor
‘Russian pnrty uod to produee thut klnd ot mntu for eongznqu 10!8

of course things that we' waat te contlnuo kooping ob-euro. 'li.k- thc
L htomtion&l roperts. could continue as ia. A

I hOP',f}MI propoul can be acted on soon, ~ B
R \ Comradely,

George Breitman



3/26/73
To the FC vo0 97 1973

Dear Comrades;

Attached is a copy of the mimutes of the foundimg cofiferemce of the FI.
(I don't think it is necessary that you make a copy for each member (1t
will appear in print sooner or later); it should suffice to show it to

those members who are interested.) :

It is submitted as an exhibit for the FC meeting that will dikscuss the
proposal for more useful minutes, It is only an exhibit, not a model,
because it could be improved in many ways. But it serves a purpose
because it shows how to meet some objections to the proposal I made,
One way it does it is by designating who took the minutes, and putting
the responsibility therefore on that one person. The secretary then
has the right to condense quite freely, If somebody talks without
adding anything, it can be said that X agreed with Jonbs, etc., whthout
repeating everything X said. (This can meet the objection that taking
fullexr minutes can inspire members to talk for the record, knowing tbat
their prose is about to become deathless,)

There were 22 people preseidt at this conference, which is &nly & little
more than the attendance at our meetings. Thw conference was supposed
to last from 9:30 a.m. $o 10 p.m.; when it aotually adjougred was not
noted down, but that is considerably longer than our average long FC
meoting., I mention these comparative figures because these minutes
managed to get the main points down in less than 16 or so letter-size
pages, So surely the minutes of ome of our meetings could be a lot
less than that,

. Comradely,

George RBreitman



ITNYTES  OF  THS

TOR'D COVGRTESS OF THE FOURTH IIITERNATIONAY,

Hold at Lausanne on Saturdoy 3@»d Septomber 1938.

L ] L ] ] »

Tho meeting was called to oxdor at 9130 a.nm.
Conrades Hie, Gould end Sumner wore appointod‘ secretaries.

Conrade Naville, in a prolivinary statcacnt, said that there were ropres-
ontatives precsent from elevon countries, namelys America, England,
Fronce, Belgiun, Holland, Poland, Oreoce, Italy, Gerueny, Russia,

d Brazil; in addition, certain delegates held mondates from 8Spein,
Czochoslovakia, Canada and loxico., In view of tho illegal ciroum-
stances under which the Congress weo being held, the Internactional
Secretariat had decided to divide the work in such a way that the
full Congress would have to meot on ono day only. There had already
been a serion of proliminary Conmissions to deal with the various
national questions, and theae would report to tho Congress., Today
thore was the Plenary Assecbly which 44 wao hoped to bring to an end
by 10 p.m. that oevening. In eaddition there would, if necessaty, be -

_ supplenentary Commiscions.
The Agcnda proposed by the I.B8. for the Plonary Session was as follownt
I+ Report of the Intormational Soorotariat since the Geneva '
Conference in July 1536. :

- II+ Digoussion of tho Draft of the Tronsitional Progrecmes a) the .
Trade Union questiong b) tho Russian queatiom o) tho queations :
of Spain, W&r; oto. -

IIX. Resolution on tho Sino~Japanese War,
IV. Resolution on the Role of Arorican Imperialiam. o

- Ve Statutes of the Fourth International, moluding the qucoti.on '
of proolainming the Int~ "tional.

VI. Reports of the Prelimin.. - Commissions.

Conrade Boitel: eonsidered that the proocsed arrnngementa' for the Plenary
Assembly allowed too little time for discussion of i.mportant natters.

Navilles pointed out that in existing circumstances 1t would in praatice -
: be inpossible to have any further aessions of the Plenn.ry Assexbly. -

Lebrunt propossd that the prosent sooaion be prolonged until midnight.

Afber some further discussion, it was grroed that the proposals of the
I.8. be accepted, with the poaoi.biu?.y of recono:.dortng the queatton ,

later if necessary.
Courade Shaohtuen wes elooted Proaidont.

Conrades Leon Sedov, Eﬂin Wolf, and Rudolph Klenent were eleocted l{onornry N
Prosidents.




3/17/73
To the PC

Dear Comrades;

¥When I listened to the tape of the PC discussion about the CP last
month, I thought I heard Doug say something about the Stalinists and
the Guardianites being enlaged in a competition over members of the
Fuerto Rican Socialist Party. (I can't be certain because the tape
was not at its best at that point, or he was mumdbling.)

Anyhow, hearing that or thinking I heard it reminded me that at the
last plenum, some ten months ago, Barry assured the NC that although
we weren't going to be able to discuss the then recent formation of
the Puertc Rican Soclialist Party at the plenum, such & discussion
would be held im the PC soon after the plenum. The discussion was
never held, nor, so far as I know, was any explanation ever givea
as to why the discussion was not held, The Militant has had very
little if anything about the PRSP, or about Puerto Rico in general;
which leads me to the belief that not even informal discussions were

held on the subject.

Internationalisam, which is now held in such high esteeam, is supposed
to begin at home, as I understand it. Puerto Rico is certainly an
at-home question for the U,S., and the headquarters of the SWP is

in the city with the largest Puerto Rican population in the world,
Do you think we will make a serious breakthrough among Puerto Ricaa
radicals until the SWP leadership begins to show as much interest,kR
politically and erganizationally, as it did im Chicano radicals?

Comxradely,
George Breitman



